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IN THE Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A counter-rotating twin shaft gardening/landscaping system, 
comprising: 
a frame; 

a first shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a first direction; 

a second shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
is opposite to the first direction, the second shaft being mounted in a substantially 
parallel plane with the first shaft; 

a driving shaft operatively connected to the first and second shafts for driving the 
first shaft in the first direction and the second shaft in the second direction; 

a first ground manipulation device attached to the first shaft, the first ground 
manipulation device having a planar section extending substantially perpendicular to 
the first shaft and an outer engaging edge having a plurality of irregularities; 

a second ground manipulation device attached to the second shaft, the second 
ground manipulation device having a planar section extending substantially 
perpendicular to the second shaft and an outer engaging edge having a plurality of 
irregularities; and 

at least a select one of the first and second ground manipulation devices 
including a plurality of arms extending outwardly from the planar section , each arm 
having a first end and a second end being coupled to the planar section to form a 
closed loop with the planar section , wherein the planar sections of the first and second 
ground manipulation devices cooperate to penetrate a top surface of the ground, and 
wherein the amis engage the ground to deflect the soil away from the planar section of 
the select ground manipulation device. 
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2. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of clainfi 1, wherein the first ground 
manipulation device and the second ground manipulation device are in close proximity 
to one another. 

3. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 2, wherein the first ground 
manipulation device Is distal in proximity to the frame than the second ground 
manipulation device, and wherein the arms are attached to the second ground 
manipulation device. 

4. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 3, wherein the 
outer engaging outer surfaco edce of the first ground manipulation device includes a 
plurality of cutting teeth. 

5. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 3, wherein the outer 
engaging surfac e edge of the second ground manipulation device includes a plurality of 
chipping teeth. 

6. (cun'ently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 3, wherein the 
outer engaging surfac e edge of the first ground manipulation device includes a serrated 
portion. 

7. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 3, wherein the 
outer engaging surfaco edge of at least one of the ground manipulation devices 
includes a smooth portion. 

8. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the 
outer engaging outer ourfac e edge of the first ground manipulation device includes a 
plurality of cutting teeth. 
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9. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the 
outer engaging surfac e edge of the second ground manipulation device includes a 
plurality of chipping teeth. 

10. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the 
outer engaging surfac e edge of the first ground manipulation device includes a serrated 
portion. 

11. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the 
gardening/landscaping system is a hand-held type system. 

12. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the 
gardening/landscaping system is a walk-behind type system. 

13. (original) The gardening/landscaping device of claim 1, further including: 

a third ground manipulation device attached to a select one of the first shaft and 
the second shaft, the third ground manipulation device including a planar section 
extending substantially perpendicular to the select shaft, and an outer engaging edge 
having a plurality of irregularities. 

14. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 13, wherein the third ground 
manipulation device includes a plurality of arms extending radially outward from the 
planar section thereof, and wherein the arms of the third ground manipulation device 
engage the ground to deflect the soil away from the planar section thereof. 

15. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the arms are 
connected via a bracket extending therebetween. 
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16. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
arms include at least two arms spaced equidistantly about the planar section of the 
select ground manipulation device. 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (currently amended) The gardening/ l andscap i ng system of cla i m 17, A counter- 
rotating twin shaft gardening/landscaping system, comprising: 

a frame having a front and defining a forward direction of travel: 

a first shaft mounted within the frame for rotation In a first direction and 

extending forwardiv of the frame in a direction substantially parallel with the forward 
direction of travel; 

a second shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
is opposite from the first direction, the second shaft being substantially parallel to the 
first shaft: 

a drive shaft operativelv connected to the first and second shafts for driving the 
first shaft in the first direction and the second shaft in the second direction: 

a first material working device attached to the first shaft and including a 
substantially planar section and a plurality of first material engaging arms extending 
outwardly from the planar section: 

a second material working device attached to the second shaft and including a 
substantially planar section and a plurality of outwardly extending second material 
engaging arms extending outwardly from the planar section: and 

wherein the material engaging arms extend about an outer periphery of the first 
and second material working devices , and wherein the material working devices 
cooperate to dislodge debris from in front of the frame as the system moves in the 
forward direction. 
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19. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 18, wherein the material 
engaging arms of the first and second material working devices include a plurality of 
saw teeth. 

20. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 19, wherein the saw teeth 
extend substantially perpendicular to the planar sections of the first and second 
material working devices. 

21. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 20, further 
including: 

a fixed engaging ami adapted to engage the debris and restrict the movement 
thereof as the debris js engaged by the material working devices. 

22. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 21, wherein the fixed 
engaging arm includes a plurality of forwardly extending projections. 

23. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 22, wherein the forwardly 
extending projections of the fixed engaging arm are triangularly shaped. 

24. (cancelled) 

25. (currently amended) Tho gardoning/landscaping syst e m of cla i m 2A, A counter- 
rotating twin shaft aardeninq/landscapina svstem. comprising: 

a frame having a front and defining a forward direction of travel: 

a first shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a first direction and 

extending forwardiv of the frame in a direction substantiallv parallel with the fonA^ard 

direction of travel: 

a second shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
is opposite from the first direction, the second shaft being substantiallv parallel to the 
first shaft: 
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a drive shaft operativelv connected to the first and second shafts for driving the 
first shaft in the first direction and the second shaft in the second direction: 

a first material working device attached to the first shaft and including a 
substantiallv planar section and a pluralitv of first material engaging arms extending 
outwardiv from the planar section: 

a second material working device attached to the second shaft and including a 
substantiallv planar section and a pluralitv of outwardiv extending second material 
engaging arms extending outwardiv from the planar section wherein the material 
working devices cooperate to dislodge debris from in front of the frame as the svstem 
moves in the fonvard direction: and 

a fixed engaging arm adapted to engage the debris and restrict the movement 
thereof as the debris engaged by the material working devices wherein the fixed 
engaging arm includes a plurality of fon^/ardly extending projections. 

26. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 25. wherein the fonA/ardly 
extending projections of the fixed engaging arm are triangularly shaped. 

27. (cancelled) 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (cancelled) 

30. (cancelled) 

31. (currently amended) Th e gard e n i ng/ l andscap i ng syst e m of c l a i m 30, furth e r 
i nclud i ng: A counter-rotating twin shaft gardening/landscaping svstem. comprising: 

a frame having a front and defining a fonvard direction of travel: 



i 
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a first shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a first direction and 
extending forwardiv of the frame in a direction substantially parallel with the fonA^ard 
direction of travel: 

a second shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
is opposite from the first direction, the second shaft being substantially parallel to the 
first shaft; 

a drive shaft operativelv connected to the first and second shafts for driying the 
first shaft in the first direction and the second shaft in the second direction: 

a first material working device attached to the first shaft and including a 
substantially planar section and a plurality of first material engaging arms extending 
outwardly from the planar section; 

a second material working device attached to the second shaft and including a 
substantially planar section and a plurality of outwardly extending second material 
engaging arms extending outwardly from the planar section wherein the material 
working devices cooperate to dislodge debris from in front of the frame as the system 
moves in the forward direction, the first and second material engaging arms extend 
substantially perpendicular to the planar sections of the material working devices, and 
wherein the material engaging arms extend across a substantial portion of the planar 
sections of the material working devices, and are adapted to dislodge snow from in 
front of the frame as the system moves in a forward direction; and 

a housing having an exhaust aperture located therein, and wherein the arms of 
the material working devices cooperate to force the snow through the housing and 
through the exhaust aperture. 

32. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 31, wherein the housing 
further includes a direction chute that directs snow traveling through the exhaust 
aperture in a selected direction. 

33. (currently amended) Tho gardoning/landscap i ng systom of cla i m 30, further 
including: A counter-rotating twin shaft gardening/landscaping system, comprising: 
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a frame having a front and defining a forward direction of travel: 

a first shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a first direction and 

extending forwardlv of the frame in a direction substantially parallel with the fonA/ard 

direction of travel: 

a second shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
is opposite from the first direction, the second shaft being substantiallv parallel to the 
first shaft: 

a drive shaft operativelv connected to the first and second shafts for driving the 
first shaft In the first direction and the second shaft in the second direction: 

a first material working device attached to the first shaft and including a 
substantiallv planar section and a plurality of first material engaging arms extending 
outwardly from the planar section: 

a second material working device attached to the second shaft and including a 
substantiallv planar section and a plurality of outwardly extending second material 
engaging arms extending outwardly from the planar section wherein the material 
working devices cooperate to dislodge debris from in front of the frame as the system 
moves in the fon/vard direction, and wherein the material engaging arms extend across 
a substantial portion of the planar sections of the material working devices, and are 
adapted to dislodge snow from in front of the frame as the system moves in a fonA/ard 
direction: and 

at least one snow auger blade device mechanically coupled to a drive shaft that 
drives the first shaft in a first direction and the second shaft in a second direction, and 
the snow auger blade device collects snow and channels the snow to the material 
working devices that propel the snow away from the system. 

34. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 33, wherein the material 
working device includes a generally planar section and at least one snow engaging arm 
extending outwardly from the planar section thereof. 
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ss, (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 34, wherein the snow 
engaging arm of the material working device extends substantially perpendicular from 
the planar section thereof. 

36. (cancelled) 

37. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 31, wherein the housing 
further includes a direction chute that directs snow traveling through the exhaust 
aperture in a selected direction. 

38. (currently amended) Tho gard e ning/ l andscap i ng system of claim 17, further 
i nc l ud i ng: A counter-rotating twin shaft gardening/landscaping system, comprising: 

a frame having a front and defining a fonA^ard direction of travel: 

a first shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a first direction and 

extending forwardiv of the frame in a direction substantiallv parallel with the fonvard 

direction of travel: 

a second shaft mounted within the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
is opposite from the first direction, the second shaft being substantiallv parallel to the 
first shaft: 

a drive shaft operativelv connected to the first and second shafts for driving the 
first shaft in the first direction and the second shaft in the second direction: 

a first material working device attached to the first shaft and including a 
substantiallv planar section and a pluralitv of first material engaging arms extending 
outwardiv from the planar section: 

a second material working device attached to the second shaft and including a 
substantiallv planar section and a pluralitv of outwardiv extending second material 
engaging arms extending outwardiv from the planar section, wherein the material 
working devices cooperate to dislodge debris from in front of the frame as the svstem 
moves in the fonvard direction: and 
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at least one snow auger blade device mechanically coupled to a drive shaft that 
drives the first shaft in a first direction and the second shaft in a second direction, and 
the snow auger blade device collects snow and channels the snow to the material 
working devices that propel the snow away from the system. 

39. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 38, wherein the material 
working device includes a generally planar section and at least one snow engaging arm 
extending outwardly from the planar section thereof. 

40. (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 39, wherein the snow 
engaging arm of the snow-blowing device extends substantially perpendicular from the 
planar section thereof. 

41 . (original) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 40, further including: 

a housing having an exhaust aperture located therein, and wherein the arms of 
the material working devices cooperate to force snow through the housing and through 
the exhaust aperture. 

42. (cancelled) 

43. (cancelled) 

44. (cancelled) 

45. (cancelled) 

46. (currently amended) Tho gardoning/landscap i ng system of claim ^5, A counter- 
rotatino twin shaft aardeninq/landscapina svstem. comprising: 

a frame having a front and defining a fonvard direction of travel: 
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o f.rct ch.ft mnnnted withi n thp frame for rotation in a first direction and 
^vtPndina forward i y th^ frame i n « HirPrtion substantially parallel with the fooA^ard 
riirftntlon of travel: 

o c^nnnH «haft mounted w ithin the frame for rotation in a second direction which 
nnnnsite from thp fir^t direction, t h^ ^Prnnd shaft being substantially pajalleltoihe 
first shaft: 

o Hriwo «haft nnerativelv mnnprfed to the first and second shafts for driving the 
first shaft in the first direction ap H the semnd shaft in the second direction; 

o fircf material workino d ^virp attached to the first shaft and including a 
.Mhstantiallv planar .entinn and a p i..raiitv of first material engaging arms extending 

outwardly from the pla nar section: 

. cornnH material workinq Hevine attached to the second shaft and including a 
cnhstaritiallv Plana r sertinn and a P lu r a li t y of outw ardly pxtending second material 
en qanina arms evtenriina outwar Hi y fmm the planar section wherein the material 
wnrkinn devices rnn perate to dislo Hr ^e dehris from in front of the frame as the system 

moves in the fonft^ard direction: and 

firct ruttinn device includes at least one aperture extending through the planar 

section thereof and circumferentiallv a bout the first shaft; and 

^ tnhe evtendina about the first shaft an H through the aperture extending through 
the planar section nf the first around maninulatina device, wherein the tube is fixed with 
respect to the frame. 

47. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 46. wherein the 
second material worthing device includes at least one sheering blade extending 
outwardly from the planar section of the first G«ttin§ material worthing device and 
longitudinally along the tube. 



48. (cancelled) 



49. (cancelled) 



t 
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50. (currently amended) The gardening/landscaping system of claim 46, wherein the 
first cutt i ng material working device includes at least one sheering blade extending 
outwardly from the planar section of the first cutt i ng material working device and 
longitudinally along the first shaft. 



51. (cancelled) 



